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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference   
Standing Committee on Economic Development, Environment, and Rural Affairs 
Resolution #1 
 
Resolution Calling on Governor Cuomo and State Lawmakers to Invest and 

Implement Funding for a Statewide Workforce Strategy that Assists 
Locally-Driven Workforce Development Programs 

 
WHEREAS, New York’s workforce system engages nearly a dozen agencies that receive 
funding from the federal and state level; and  
 
WHEREAS, it operates in ten economic development regions, 33 designated workforce 
investment areas, and 62 counties; and 
 
WHEREAS, New York State has added over 500,000 private sector jobs since 2011; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, while the growth in private sector jobs is positive many jobs remain 
unfilled because support and funding for workforce development programs has not 
followed suit; and  
 
WHEREAS, with the development of these private sector jobs, the jobseekers who do 
not have strong education, training or professional networks are not able take advantage 
of these new opportunities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the New York Association of Training and Employment Professionals 
performed a study that analyzed spending on a broad range of workforce services 
including adult education, job training, and employment programs and discovered that 
spending has fallen by five percent since 2011; and  
 
WHEREAS, developing a statewide workforce strategy the effectively serves employers 
and jobseekers must be able to: 
 

 Connect workforce investments to the initiatives and priorities of statewide, 
regional, and local economic development needs, 

 Focus policy and emphasis on a full pipeline of workers through community 
colleges, adult basic education and worker training,  

 Aggressively pursue a wide array of funding sources including targeted state 
resources and funding that could be provided through the Regional Economic 
Development Councils (REDCs). 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on Governor Cuomo and state lawmakers to make a strong 
commitment to helping New York’s workers and business add the skills they need with a 
fully defined strategy and robust financial support; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference   
Standing Committee on Economic Development, Environment, and Rural Affairs 
Resolution #2 
 
Resolution Supporting Efforts to Increase Access to Broadband Across New 

York State Through “The New NY Broadband Program” and Calling On 
Governor Cuomo and State Lawmakers to Continue Their Commitment to 

Prioritizing and Expanding Broadband Coverage in Unserved and 
Underserved Areas Statewide 

 
WHEREAS, individuals, businesses and other entities in New York that lack high 
speed Internet access have become largely disenfranchised as full and active 
participants in today’s economy, educational systems and government processes; and 
 
WHEREAS, while access to both cable and digital subscriber line (DSL) service is 
available in nearly every urban and suburban community, rural sections of the State 
have been cut out of this type of access due to the low return on providers’ investments 
in less populated areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, web access to all kinds of services, including those provided by every level 
of government, employment listings and web-based business expansion continues to 
grow, making it imperative that all New Yorkers have access to quality high-speed 
Internet services; and 
 
WHEREAS, with the enactment of legislation creating the “New NY Broadband 
Program” in the 2015 /16 state budget, funded at $500 million, the NYS Broadband 
Program Office (BPO) officials have worked to develop a plan to incentivize the private 
sector to expand quality high-speed Internet services in unserved and underserved 
areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, the BPO has released an (RFI), to solicit input from stakeholders on how 
to craft the program, and two rounds of request for proposals (RFP) to formally allow 
applications for this funding; and 
 
WHEREAS, the BPO in January 2016 released information on Phase 1 Funding 
Applications and final applications were due April 15, 2016. Phase I awarded around 
$54 million to telecommunication providers in August of 2016. This leaves roughly 
$450 million still available. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) supports the “New NY Broadband Program” and calls on Governor 
Cuomo and leadership within the BPO to continue their commitment to prioritizing 
broadband services to unserved and underserved areas statewide, and provide 
additional resources to help counties implement the program; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference 
Standing Committee on Economic Development and Environment 
Resolution #3 
 

Resolution Supporting the Creation of an Industry-Sponsored Paint 
Stewardship Program to Reduce the Costly Burden Faced by Local 

Governments When Collecting and Disposing of Post-Consumer Paint 
 
WHEREAS, New York State residents purchase over 39.2 million gallons of paint 
annually and 3.9 million gallons of it go unused and will need recycling; and  
 
WHEREAS, even though paint is highly recoverable, reusable, and recyclable, most 
leftover latex paint ends up in landfills; and 
 
WHEREAS, oil-based paint is considered hazardous waste, and is the most expensive 
product for household hazardous waste (HHW) programs to manage, costing local 
governments across the country up to 50 percent of their total HHW budgets; and 
 
WHEREAS, options to drop off unused paint at point-of-purchase locations are 
limited and as a result instead of being properly disposed of through periodic household 
hazardous waste collections, unused paint ends up being tossed in the trash or washed 
down the drain; and 
 
WHEREAS, other states across the country have successfully implemented paint 
stewardship programs; Oregon has collected and recycled over 1 million gallons of paint 
since its program was implemented in 2010, and in California over 350 new collection 
locations are now accepting paint for recycling; and 
 
WHEREAS, the implementation of a state-wide industry-sponsored paint stewardship 
program in New York State would greatly reduce this burden on local governments to 
collect and manage the disposal of paint and could potentially save counties millions of 
dollars annually. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on the Governor and the New York State Legislature to 
prioritize this issue and to create an industry-sponsored paint stewardship program to 
reduce burdens on local governments when collecting and disposing of post-consumer 
paint; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation and all those deemed necessary and proper. 
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference    
Standing Committee on Economic Development, Environment and Rural Affairs 
Resolution #4 
 

Resolution Urging the New York State Public Service Commissioner to 
Work with Utilities to Determine the Cause of Delayed Interconnection 
Agreements and to Promote a Streamlined Interconnection Process for 

Connecting Existing and New Renewable Energy Projects to the Grid and 
Provide Immediate Relief to Delayed Projects 

 
WHEREAS, in 2015 Governor Cuomo announced the state’s goal of securing 50% of 
state electrical needs from renewable energy sources by the year 2030; and 
 
WHEREAS, counties and municipalities across New York have identified contracting 
with solar and small hydroelectric power facilities as a way to stabilize energy prices and 
improve municipal budget forecasting; and 
 
WHEREAS, encouraging solar development provides economic development support 
to a growing and major future industry upstate; and 
 
WHEREAS, small hydroelectric projects are an historic economic driver in upstate 
New York, representing over 830MW of existing capacity that supports hundreds of 
upstate jobs, contributing significantly to the local economy through property taxes and 
local spending; and 
 
WHEREAS, the aging small hydroelectric fleet is in need of significant re-investment 
to protect them from ceasing operations and undermining the State’s goals; and  
  
WHEREAS, the region’s small hydroelectric projects have been operating successfully 
for decades with current interconnection agreements already approved by the local 
utility; and 
 
WHEREAS, interconnection standards govern the process and technical requirements 
by which distributed clean energy projects such as solar and hydroelectric facilities 
physically connect to the utility grid; and 
 
WHEREAS, standards include technical requirements, timeframes, fees and the 
process in which a project is connected to the grid; and 
 
WHEREAS, meeting these requirements can be a lengthy process and renewable 
energy projects are often delayed for years before receiving an official interconnection 
agreement from the applicable utility; and 
 
WHEREAS, counties have submitted interconnection applications that have been, in 
some cases delayed for over two years and that these delays are causing counties 
significant economic and political hardship and undermining community confidence in 
and support of renewable energy projects; and 
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WHEREAS, utilities have outlined procedures for newer interconnection applications, 
but there remains a host of older applications which fail to move through utility review; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Public Service Commissioner should re-examine the allocation of 
capital costs by utility companies and remove barriers for renewable energy production; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to reach Governor Cuomo's statewide goal, counties need support 
from the Public Service Commission to advance projects that have been in the pipeline 
for years, to finally achieve interconnection from the utility. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on the New York State Public Service Commission to identity 
and prioritize solutions to resolve the ongoing delays and related expenses of renewable 
energy projects due to stalled interconnection agreements; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Public Service Commission, the New 
York State Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference   
Standing Committee on Economic Development, Environment and Rural Affairs 
Resolution #5 
 

Resolution Urging the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, the New York State Department of Health and the New York 

State Department of Agriculture and Markets to Acknowledge the 
Seriousness of Harmful Blue-Green Algae Blooms and to Dedicate Funding 

to Address Their Prevalence 
 
WHEREAS, most algae are harmless and are an important part of the food web, but 
certain types of algae can grow quickly and form harmful algae blooms, which can cover 
all or portions of a lake leading to both environmental and public health concerns; and  
 
WHEREAS, some species of algae can produce toxins that can be harmful to people 
and animals; and  
 
WHEREAS, blooms of algae species that produce, or have the potential to produce, 
toxins are referred to as harmful algae blooms (HABs); and  
 
WHEREAS, harmful algae blooms (HABs) occur when colonies of algae, simple plants 
that live in the sea and freshwater, grow out of control while producing toxic or harmful 
effects on people, fish, shellfish, marine mammals, and birds; and 
 
WHEREAS, Cyanobacteria (also known as blue-green algae), are naturally present in 
lakes and streams in low numbers and are the most common type of blooms in New 
York; and 
 
WHEREAS, HABs in general may be linked to 'overfeeding.' This occurs when 
nutrients (mainly phosphorus, nitrogen, and carbon) from sources such as lawns and 
farmlands flow to water sources (the sea, lakes, rivers, steams) and build up at a rate 
that 'overfeeds' the algae that exist normally in the environment; and 
 
WHEREAS, depending on environmental conditions, cyanobacteria can grow very 
quickly and produce blooms with high numbers of cells; and 
 
WHEREAS, Cyanobacteria can form blooms that discolor the water or produce 
floating scums on the surface of the water; and 
 
WHEREAS, HABs does reduce the recreational value of a waterbody, effect tourism, 
property values, and economic development; and 
 
WHEREAS, because it is hard to tell a HAB from other non-harmful algae blooms, it is 
best to avoid swimming, boating, otherwise recreating in, or drinking water with a 
bloom; and  
 
WHEREAS; HABs cause a variety of ecological problems, such as reduced oxygen 
levels; and  



38 
 

 
WHEREAS, while the factors that cause cyanobacteria to produce toxins and other 
harmful compounds are not well understood; it is established that nutrient loads 
contribute to the problem; and 
 
WHEREAS, people can get sick by eating shellfish containing toxins produced by these 
algae. Airborne HAB toxins may also cause breathing problems and, in some cases, 
trigger asthma attacks in susceptible individuals; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to limited research and data on HABs and because the full cause of 
HABs are not fully understood, adequate funding is needed, and the state must dedicate 
resources to address factors believed to contribute to the prevalence of HABs and 
nutrient loading.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation, the New York State Department of Health and the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets to make preventing HABs a top priority in the 
2017/2018 state budget by dedicating a new allocation of $20 million in funding to 
address the prevalence of HABs by working to address the root causes of HABs; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation, the New York State Department of Health, 
the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 
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2017 NYSAC Legislative Conference   
Standing Committee on Economic Development, Environment and Rural Affairs 
Resolution #6 
 

Resolution Urging the Governor and the New York State Research and 
Development Authority to Dedicate Resources to Expand Access to Electric 

Vehicle Charging Stations in Every County Throughout the State 
 
WHEREAS, the popularity of Electric Vehicles and alternative fuel vehicles continues 
to grow, but the majority of counties only have between 5 and 50 total electric or plug-in 
hybrid vehicles registered countywide; and  
 
WHEREAS, expenses associated with purchasing and installing charging stations for 
electric vehicles have been cost prohibitive in the past; and 
 
WHEREAS, federal and state programs to help residents buy electric vehicles (EVs) 
and to help business owners and municipalities install charging stations have increased, 
but more resources are needed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the average cost of an electric car today ranges between $25,000 and 
$50,000 with luxury vehicles costing well over $100,000; and 
 
WHEREAS, most EVs on the road today have a mileage range between 15 and 80 miles 
on a single charge, with newer EVs holding a longer charge with increased mileage; and 
 
WHEREAS, as of 2013, New York State provides an income tax credit for 50% of the 
cost, up to $5,000, for the purchase and installation of alternative fuel vehicle refueling 
and electric vehicle recharging stations; and  
 
WHEREAS, the credit is available through December 31, 2017, and is targeted at 
commercial and workplace charging stations; and 
 
WHEREAS, today, there are 712 electric vehicle charging stations with a combined 
total of 1,465 charging outlets statewide; and 
 
WHEREAS, charging stations are classified by their approximate charge rates and the 
form of power delivered (alternating current or direct current). Charging times for each 
specific vehicle vary depending on power electronics, state of charge, battery capacity, 
and level of charging station used; and  
 
WHEREAS, NYSAC supports the expansion of electric vehicles, the installation of 
additional charging stations and advocates for additional state funding to help counties 
achieve these goals. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls on the Governor and the New York State Research and 
Development Authority to dedicate resources in the 2017/2018 state budget to promote 
the expansion of electric vehicles and access to electric vehicle charging stations; and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, the New York State 
Research and Development Authority and all others deemed necessary and proper.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


